Tnorspay, May 22, 1873.] 
«. SHBLECTIONS. 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PUNJAB, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 
Received up to 21st April, 1873. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tue Shola-i-Tur, of the 31st March, states, on the autho« 


rity of a correspondent at Benares, that a daring robbery 
occurred in that city at the house of Ram Lal, banker, 


situated in Gulee Kudroo Dyal. At 9 o’clock in the day. 


thieves broke into the house, and carried away Rs. 1,591 in 
cash. The banker’s agent did not report the theft to the police, 
but the matter having at last become public, secret inquiries 
were instituted by the Kotwal. Meanwhile, a dispute took 
place among the thieves, which led to the capture of the 
offenders, and the recovery of Rs. 800 out of the sum stolen. 


A correspondent of the Lauh-i-Mahfuz, of the 4th April, 
notices a case illustrative of the way in which Natives are 
treated by European Officers. Some time ago, the Civil Sur- 
geon of Moradabad called for Mahomed Ali Husun, Native 
Superintendent of Vaccination, and ordered him to procure a 
freshly vaccinated infant of some one of the higher castes, 
and of the age of three or four months and after in- 
spection and approval by him, to take it to Mouzah Niwar, 
15 miles from that city, in order to inoculate the child of the 


Settlement Officer, who was there at the tine, with its lymph. 
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The Native Superintendent stated in reply that no child of 
that or of any other age could be carried abroad by his 
directions ; but the Doctor would hear no such plea, and in- 
sisted on his order being carried out. The Native Superin-. 
tendent accordingly managed with the greatest difficulty, and 
after much expostulation with its parents, to take a child to 
the Doctor’s bungalow in a boy’s arms. The Doctor ap- 
proved of it, and ordered it to be carried to the Settlement 
Officer. The Native Superintendent objected to this, stating 
that it was with the greatest difficulty he had prevailed on 
the child’s parents to send it as far as the bungalow, and that 
to carry it to a distance of 15 miles involved the risk of its 
dying from the heat of the weather and the fatigue of the 
journey. This statement gave offence to the Doctor, who has 
brought the matter to the notice of Government, and has 


suggested that the official should be ss for what he ealls 
his impertinent behaviour. 


The writer considers the course taken by the Civil Sur- 
geon to be highly reprehensible, and fails to see why the Eu- 
ropean child to be vaccinated should not have been brought 
to the Moradabad station, and why the Native infant should 


have been ordered to be carried to a distance for the sake of an 
European Officer. 


The Pattiala Akhbar, of the 7th April, in a communicated 
article, criticizes Circular 2-154, dated 18th January last, 
of the Chief Court, Punjab, directing the discontinuance of 
stamp papers, and substituting common paper with adhesive 


Court-fee stamps. The writer takes exception to the ruling 
for the following reasons :— 


(1).—Because, in addition to the Court fees prescribed by 
law, and which are in themselves too heavy, an additional 


charge, viz., the cost of paper, has to be borne by litigants, 
which, moreover, 18 not recoverable i in Costs. 


(2).—Because numerous petitions are NOW wieial by the 
Court on the plea of. being. written on bad or unsubstantial 
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paper, the result being that the same petition has to be written 


several times, thereby causing unnecessary loss of paper and 
expense of copying; besides much useless trouble and incon- 
venience to litigants. 


(3).—In the event of the Court-fee stamps being in some 
way removed, the deeds will become invalid, unless fresh stamps 
are applied on them. tig 


. For these reasons, the writer is of opinion that the use of 
stamp-paper should be reverted to. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr, of the 8th April, joins in con- 
demning the substitution of plain paper with Court-fee stamps 
applied on it for stamp-papers, and refers to the case which 
has happened ‘in the Furruckabad Collectorate, in which a 
number of mials were divested of the Court-fee stamps applied 
on them, as one of the evils resulting from the change. 


The writer adds that similar thefts of Court-fee stamps are 
said to have happened in Agra, Ghazeepore, and some other 
districts in the North-Western Provinces; and he thinks 
that the change objected to, which has been introduced by 
Government simply in order to save paper, is a mischievous 
one. 


The Urdé Akhbar, of the same date, publishes a letter 
from.a correspondent, in which, after noticing the fact of the 
Deputy Commissioner of Goojranwalla having recently called 
together all the budmashes of Tehseel Hafizabad, in order to 
exact securities for good behaviour from them, the writer makes 
the following general remarks and suggestions for the suppres- 
sion of crime :— : 

The plan pursued by the Deputy Commissioner is not 
likely to put a stop to crime, especially in the districts of the 
Punjab, seeing that in the villages there crime is regarded as 
a binding duty, so much so, that until a Musalman labourer 
has committed. a theft, he is not allowed to wear a turban on 
attaining puberty. In fact, far from being considered 
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degrading, theft is regarded as an honourable profession among 
the people, and living in jails preferable to obtaining an honest 
subsistence. Under these circumstances, the only way by 
which an effectual stop could be put to the crime would be to take 
securities from the lumberdars of villages, holding them per- 
sonally responsible for all cases of theft which may hap- 
pen, or of which the trace may be found within their ilagas, 
This is the more necessary, seeing that in almost all cases the 
lumberdarsare directly or indirectly accomplices; in the majo- 
rity of the cases, the offenders are either their own relatives or 
men who are-in their interest, and, consequently, they are 
never reported to the police ; while in the few which are 
reported to the police the perpetrators of the crime escape 
punishment through the aid of the lumberdars. . 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Montgomery, notices a similar complaint. It is stated that 
the vagabonds and other bad characters of that district are 
professional thieves, who look upon stealing as a meritorious 
act, and fear no kind of punishment. For this reason, in 
spite of all efforts on the part of the authorities, thefts and 
other crimes are very prevalent in the distriet. 


The Strachey Gazette, of the same date, in its local news 
columns, notices two serious instances of the breaking out of 
fires in the city (Moradabad), one in Lohutta Bazaar, in which 
a grocer’s shop and a house were burnt with all the property 
in them, and the other in Chamaron-ki-Serai, in which the 


whole of the serai was destroyed and two children were 
injured. 


Ri editor, in noticing the above accidents, takes the 
police to task for having failed to procure bhishtees, or ren- 


der any other kind of aid in quenching the fire, which in the 
first instance continued raging till.9 o’clock of. the following 


day, although the 


police station was-close to the scene of the 
accident, . : 3 aes 
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. Ju the writer’s opinion, it ought to be the duty of Govern- 
ment-to provide all large cities and towns with pumps which 
might be of use in such emergencies. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr, of the same date, draws attention 
to a serious case of robbery, which recently took place in the 
town of Ambaitha(Saharunpore). Some mahajuns, who were 
proceeding to Saharunpore with their witnesses at night, in 
order to prosecute a suit in the Civil Court, were attacked on 
the road by a party of about fifteen men, who were the defend- 
ants inthe case, <A struggle ensued, in which a few of the 


mahajuns were severely wounded. No trace of the budmashes 
has yet been found. 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam, of the 10th April, in its local news 
columns, mentions the plundering..on the 26th March, at 
about 8 o’clock at night, of a cart containing bhishtee women,. 
in Peer Jhund-ka-maidan, situated at a short .distance from 
the city (Meerut), The victims were pulled -from the 
cart, and all the ornaments worn by- them were torn off and 
carried away, together with the other property in their posses~ 
sion. The cart-driver was hurt in the affray, | 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the same date, remarks on the de- 
sirability of supplying senders of registered letters with the 
receipts of the addressees immediately on their arrival in the 
post-office concerned. Under the existing arrangements, 
senders get no information of such receipts, unless, when led to 
doubt the arrival of a letter at its destination, they should call 
at. the post-office, when the receipts are shown to them. 


The Vidyd Vilds, of the same date, repeats complaints as 
to the bad state of the pavements of the city of Umritsur, and 
invites the attention of the Municipal Committee to the need 
of repairing them. 


A Delhi correspondent of the Naiyar-i-Abbar, of the same 
date, invites the attention of the Municipal Committee of that 


city to the need of posting a guard at the tank known by ‘the 
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name of Shah Jee, which is situated outside the Ajmere Gate. 
In the absence of sucha guard, one or two persons are 
drowned in the tank every year. Only recently, four children, 
who went to drink water at it, were drowned. 


The correspondent also notices an instance of the injustice 
of the Municipal Committee. A Native gentleman submitted 
an application to the Committee, asking permission to build a 
bridge opposite his house, the plan having been sent with the 
application. But the Committee refused the application, 
although i in the same bazaar, in which the bridge was meant 
to be built, two bridges exist in front of a potter’s house in a 
part of the road only 30 feet broad, whereas, at the site of the 


proposed bridge, the road is 40 feet broad, and is much more 
frequented. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 11th April, in a& com- 
municated article, takes exception to the practice, said to 
obtain in some Public Offices, of not allowing the officials 
émployed in them a holiday on Sundays. The writer par- 
ticularly exemplifies this in the case of the Native employés of 
tst Division of the new Ganges Canal; who have to work 
from 6 o’clock in the morning to 6 o’clock in the evening ; 
and he remarks. on the injustice of depriving the officials of 
the one day’s holiday in the week. He adds that in special 
cases, where it may at all be considered ‘necessary for officials 


to work on Sundays, it would be butjust.to allow ‘them extra 
remuneration over and above their fixed pay. 


The same paper, noticing the universal joy felt by the 
natives of India at Lord Northbrook’s action in abolish- 


ing the income-tax, remarks that by this act His Excellency — 
has won the cordial affection of the people. 


4 


In its local news column, the same paper mentions the 
breaking out of a fire in the lines of the Native Cavalry, situ-, 
ated near the railway station. One barrack, containing 80 
houses, together with all the property i in them, was burnt. 
The fire is said by some to have been communicated ‘by an 
engine on the railway, as had been the case once before. 
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The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the same date, learns from a cor- © 
pondent that a terrible fire broke out in Hattrass at the house 
of Shiv Lal. Athouriya, a banker. Two women, and pre- 
perty estimated at. Rs. 2,000, were destroyed. The fire wag 
not quenched till the following day. 


The Koh-t-Nur, of the 12th April, criticizes the order of 
the Oudh Government, according to which a kno wledge of 
English is'a necessary qualification for candidates for a plea- 
dership. The subject has been discussed from time to time 
by the local papers, which are unanimous in deprecating it, 
and the Koh-i-Nur agrees in this opinion. The reasons 
adduced are the following :— 


(a.) Government is just as much a patron of the Oriental 
languages as of English, and it is, therefore, improper that a 
knowledge of these only should not be considered a sufficient 
qualification for pleaderships. 


Sere PN y Pree ens : - : Sa f f° ‘ ~ ape . - 
= “7 _~ Pes 2 nt oe ~ e - yw - pm . vay ange “a - te A a. 3 < : CK & “ax . i — , an J 
Smit San ee re ae a eR ee Cahiak Oe 5 ean ey tel eR Ce ae FS ile Di es alt 
‘ te ty. CD ee Ey Tate, Bc GO oats ES, oe Vegi Sete Me FS ghee tne. te RAE rin” Ee Se - 
‘ice ea ae ee inn é ae ea oh ees? b,j . © rs oe ui 5 rt ; 
“ oe TOT re a “ gm a a 7 “Eo » a ae asad ‘ &y “er ° “ - 
. x af 

Sa ‘ ge san Se es 

" ae - i af RE Eh ae vor, te - f « 


a aes 


* . . 
. — " . . _—— . la 6s s prt ~ " 7 ; * 3 a: AT 2 —— ss ‘ 
~ te ‘ ee a ee IBD gS as tar Poe caittens aoe Bhs ee . ae n> le = 2 4 = 
et a ee Se, lee, Tee Se . ide oe nat a eh Pave - bs emt tgp i om 8 spree Saat Boe <P . : . - ee ee " ; 
4 a - we ae — - . > . maw cd ~ 4 “ Kok - tA 7 j ' PY, Wie. oh ve — P ; ney ay 
ae Ae pee Fe ar ap aoe. 3 + ae Ne Cee we . =< Sa eek Pale, cade ARE” tH. ~ am _ i aoe 
. RS Feet SO Kilt hs ning “ 35 * ’ : valbases ire a - 
nohiag ty Ir owen ter he Y sd ~ aa * we e Te a RN - Fan ~ —— 2 “ . . nenbs . . 
~ rar 4 . 9 : . ™ - ; a ’ os . ae * < — ~ it 
Fe ee Be ge . ‘ 


(b.) Persons knowing English are not necessarily good 
pleaders. On the contrary, Oriental scholars generally have a 
better knowledge of law. 


— (¢.) It cannot be denied that English students possess the 
advantage of having a wider field of legal information open 

to them than is accessible to a mere Oriental scholar ; 
but this only points to the need of supplying the deficiency 
by developing the system of translations of law books in the 
Vernacular. 
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The editor sees no reason why Oriental scholars should 
not enjoy equal privileges with English students in examina* 
tions in the law, and he prefers the system followed by the 
Punjab Government in this respect, which allows equal privileges 
to both, and has even kept open the University degrees in 
law to persons possessing a knowledge of the Vernacular only. 
He fails to see e why a similar ayetem should not be adopted 
in Qudh. sat ee 
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A correspondent of the same paper complains of the dis- 
graceful state in which the lanes of the city of Umritsur are 
gaid to remain, and urges on the Municipal Committee the 
necessity of attending to the evil, which, he says, is likely to 
give birth to diseases. | 


The same fault is found with the lanes of the city of ¢ 
Lahore. . 


The Panjdbi Akhbdr, of the same date, learns from a cor- 
respondent that, at 2 Pp. m., on the 24th March, a fire broke 
out in the Engineer’s office at Benares, which entirely des- 
troyed it. On the day when the accident took place, the offive 
was closed, it being a holiday. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the same date, again invites 
attention to certain serious abuses in the city of Benares, . 
which were noticed before, These are as follows :— 


(a.) Butcher’s shops and liquor shops, which, for obvious 
reasons, are the prolific sources of the spread of diseases, exist 
in the interior of the city. 
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As before, the writer considers this highly objectionable, 
and suggests that separate places should be assigned for both 
in retired parts of the city. He adds, that: formerly liquor 
shops were situated outside the city, while butchers had been 
turned out of it at the remonstrance of Moonshee Soodershun 
Lal, Prime Minister of the Maharajah of Benares; but that 
for the last one or two years both nuisances have again sprung 


up. 
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(5.) Dead bodies may be seen floating in the river, which 
spread the most offensive smell. 


The same paper takes notice of the extortions practised 
on the people at ferries in different cities. Speaking particu- 
larly of Benares, the writer objects to the increase in the 
fares levied at the Raj Ghat Bridge, a separate return fare 
being now charged, which is felt very severely by the people, 
because of their being under the necessity of crossing and 


( 263 ) 


recrossing the bridge several times in the course of the day, on 
their way to and from the railway station, as well as in order. 
to receive medicine at the charitable dispensary established by 

the Station-master. 


The writer goes on to say that an excessive fare is collect- 
éd by the ferry contractor at the Kedar. Ghat from sellers of 
fruits and vegetables, and that three pies per man is charged at 
the Burna Bridge, although it is in such a bad state that it 
would be far more convenient to pilgrims to cross the river 
in a boat, in which case they would also have the advantage 
of having to pay half the charge. 


The Wir-ul-A mode, of the same date, states that bank- 
ruptcy has become common of late, and adopted by mahajuns 
as a means for embezzling money. Only lately, Bhugwan 
Dass and Gopee Chund, bankers of Cawnpore, set up as 


bankrupts, the amount of their liabilities being Rs. 50,000. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbar, of the same date, in a communi- 
cated article, notices the prevalence of thefts in Kakoree, a 
town situated at a distance of three kos from Lucknow. A 
serious case recently happened at the palace of Moonshee 
Raheem-ood-deen Khan, a gentleman of the town. The thieves 
managed to reach the top of the palace, and by breaking open 
the roof and setting fire to the planks, descended. into a 
room containing valuables, all of which were carried away. 


The writer takes this occasion to remark on the mis- 
management of the Oudh Police, who are generally con- 
demned for their negligence and dishonesty. The very persons 
who lose their property are called to account for the theft, 
although the fact is that,-the police. officers, are often them- 
selves guilty of the crime, or have a secret understanding with 
the thieves, This is particularly the case in Kakoree, where 
some.cases are sure to happen on, the nights on which the 


chowkeedars appear to be most watchful. 
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“The writer considers the state of the Oudh police to be 
ssrious blot on the administration of that provmce.  — 
| the Khair Khwdh-i-Oudh, of the 18th April, notices the 
prevalence of wolves in the district of Roy Bareilly, and the 
serious mischief said to have been done by them. . 


Ths Kdendmah, of the 14th April, in its local news 
columns, states that thefts are of sach frequent occurrence in 
the city (Lucknow), that searcely a day passes’ in which ‘somte 
cases do not happen. A daring instance oecurred in Nu- 
zeerabad on the 6th April at the house of Agha Ali. A 
budmash, who lived ina hired house contiguous to the Agha, 
broke through his residence, and took out all the woollen 
stu ffs, money, and other ‘property, valued in all at Rs. 2 00, 
with which he made off the same night. 9 

The editor, in noticing this incident, again points out the 
need of keeping a strict surveillance over the bad charac- 
ters of the city, without which he says there can be no hope 
of thefts béing put a stop to. ae a 


The Nér-ul-Absér, of the 15th April, has an article on 
Small Cause Courts. The object. is to show that, both on 
account of: the large number of suits which come up before 
the Courts, and the fact of their décisions being unappealable, 
cases are very indifferently decided. The J udges sometimes 
go beyond the proper legal limits and base their decisions 
on wrong pleas; an instance of which has recently come to 
notice at Agra, in which the Judge of. the-Small Cause Gourt 
refused to give a decree for house-rent in favour of a claimant, 
simply On the ground of the tenant being a woman who 
eartied her livelihood by pursuing a profligate career, 
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__ It Beems to tho editor that ‘this ‘judgment was based on the 
decision of the High Coaft at Calcutta, in whith dhe Hon'ble 
Jndges deterinined it to 'be tintnwhnl t givd a adores for 
housé-fent tigainst a Wothan ‘who follows ‘an “iinthdtal cotirse 
of life. Whatever may be the rdason whith has ted ‘thie 
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Jadges to arrive at such a determination ; whether, that income 
from unlawful means could not be recognized by the Court, 
or that it was derogatory to the dignity of a Court to allow 
a man who lets his house for immoral purposes a portion of 
the gains derived from them, or that the owner deserved some 
punishment, ‘the writer is inelined to. think the decision to be 
wrong; and he is still more surprised to find the Judge of the 
Small Cause Court at Agra following tle precedent of the 
Calcutta High Court in this particular respect. He goes on 
to say, that if the precedent in question were to be acted up 
to, thieves and other bad characters might be said to have as 
much right to exemption from payment of house-rent on the 
same plea which has been set down in case of prostitutes. The 
Smali Cause Court Judges are apt to assume arbitrary and. 
strange theories with a view to decide cases quickly. 


As a rule, the J. adges are apt to be prepossessed with the 
idea that the plaintiff” : elaim i is generally well founded, and, 
such being the case, it is only natural to expect { that persons 
should be encouraged to bring false suits especially when 
this can be done at a trifling expense, aad with the certainty 
of obtaining a decree. Hence it is, that men of an inferior 
position in life, especially workmen, who neglect their duty 
and fail to- fulfil-the terms-settled with them, but nevertheless 
consider themselves entitled to full wages, who feel it no dis- 
grace to appear at Court, do not hesitate to bring false suits 
against respectable men; and that gentlemen find it .a hard 
task to save their honour and dignity from sie Fs iD) jured at 


the hands of budmashes.. 


The Oudh Akhbar, of the same date, i in its correspondence 
columns, has the following under the heading f Seetapore :” 27? 
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Within two days, fires broke out at as many as eleven 
different places in the villages close to the city. -To avert 
such accidents, the Deputy Commissioner intends, at the request 
of the Jalsa-i-Tahetb, to send for an engine 1 for qmnching 
fires. 


2 
eet, «© 


4 

4 
i 

7 

iM Ss 

. ae 

a 

4 : 

2 3 : 
y t 

; St 3 

4 .. 

7 
. 

3: 3 

< ate 
. 

Pa ‘ 
i 
. & 
oat 
mY 5 
plR fe 
oy " . 
isd 

¢ PA beg’ 

> an oo 

43 
ae 

AyD 

Vet SS 

ip £ 

‘o> oe 

ck mare 

te 
ae 
; ‘ 

a me ‘. 4 

a r% 

P oe ty 

+ q g 

a: i 

“ e 

2 : 

Ue a wy 

ae et? + 

md “ 

ee. ae er, 
ee % 

By 

“er fay 

f Aa 

recs § 

ed .* 

i ee FS 

tee aS 

‘$F Ess 
4 

Ls te 

itn Sy a 

by! 

Wwe - 2 

. 5 <= 

vy 

Bs be bet 
’ oi 

SF 3 ore 

, - . » as 
Ea Pes, 
ia 

ap ? 

BD ae 
> 

ee 

te. - 
eg : 
¥ f { aly 

me J 

a ee 

* Th. 

f re! 

BS he Ve 

me $15 2 

A RB 

‘ AF 

i Bist Ss 

* + 

§ “ 

f f ‘ew 

Wear 

4p + 7 
$ 

ys > ts 

f ree 

7 & 

ra’.! 

a PAF 

e . a 

oat ia 

as 
ey 

ree . e 3 

hats “3 
43 x 

a i 

* Yt 

eee 

cae = 

64 =t P 

‘8 

Ay ’ | 

phe ii 
ney 4 
ton 
4, 
wy ap 
j “i . a 
ee ee 
ive =: 
J at 
” 
“a ” e 
a? a 
rd 3 
ie 
‘ i 
. 
‘i 
Ss nae 
. 
‘ Ai 
7 «i S 
“2 
4 4. * 
ee DF 
a) 
. 

f “is e 
PT ae 

Rises’ 
‘ a ea} 

: 

. ; ‘ 
“ 
te 
« z 

: 

7 ae? | 

ee 
- 7 

ay . 5 
ee 
ke 

-_ . 

ibe Go at: 
ee 
Bey 1 SA 

4 ro 

24 

moa? 

A? ae 

Sf 

%, y 
te 
t 

wae Ps . 

at 

7. - 

Pee 

tes Fey 

* ts 
(gee 
dies. 
al ‘2 . 

i aa 
ee 
lags i 
Pee 
Sh, 
"* 
et . 

le Se 

j Sie 
a 
wr ~* 

ae? 

5 ane 
*) 

a 
ib 
ae 
ty 
s 
e 2 
£3 
af 
€Y, 

ye 

ia 4 

cat 

i 
‘ae 

i, 

+ 

re 

ake 
ae 

co 

1h wre 

ee 
wf 

tie 

7 te 


hi 
hee 
ys 
oh 
; 
¥ ? 
#n 4 
¥. 
if 
ie 
f 
4 
a 
> 
P 
, 
# 


Peg Lop Es as 3 Mg nite, *: 


¥ : » PES te SE a one ee 
oo ae ae Pt Nig Bin! San a WE 
te GE he « o .? + fe + 
ah ap oe TR a Ese oo 
. i "a . pe A “ge, She Spr », 
« =“ 7~ "» We eo tee | ™ =~ 


eee ne ates y 
‘ 


v7 . 
- oe : eee P eae 3 —— - 
. ~ ~ et ‘a 7 < “ ae, 
a Pte -= mnt Bt ’ ~ Seat 
bia ‘ pes. age: = i EN ae : x 
~ ¥: a o ere ve | = iw 5 ~~ ol 
FOO eet : 
% ¢ j * 


( 266 ) 


Thefts are also prevalent in the city. On one and the 
‘same night the bungalows and houses of seven different offi- 
cers, such as the Commissioner, the District Superintendent of 
‘Police, the Tehseeldar. &c., were broken into by thieves. 


The Deputy Commissioner has ordered butchers’ shops to 
be removed outside the city. In the writer’s opinion, a similar 
order ought to be issued with regard to the abkaree godown, 
the existence of which within the city is injurious on sani- 

tary grounds. oo 


The Khair Khwdh-i-Alam, of the same date, states, on the 
authority of the Rashf-ul-Akhbdér, that a European Railway 
employé at Egutpoorah (Deccan), who caused the death of a 
Native by.inflicting severe wounds on his head with a club, was 
acquitted by the Magistrate before whom the case was heard 
on the payment of a fine of Rs. 50. The Rashf-ul-Akhbdr 
wonders that so little value should have been set on a Native’s 
‘life, and remarks that had a European been killed in this way 
by a Native, the latter would certainly have been committed 


to the Sessions, and sentenced to the extreme penalty of the 
law. : 
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The Star of India, of the 16th April, is of opinion that, in 
order to prevent the mischief done by prostitutes, Government 


would do well to assign a separate place in each city for their 
residence. = 
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The Roznamcha, of the 17th April, learns from the Luck- 
now Times, that the local authorities intend to demolish, on the 
score of its weakness the celebrated building which passes by 
the name of Raiser Pusund, and in which different public offices, 


such as as those of the Deputy Commissioner, the City Magis-. 
trate, &c.,.are now held, and sell the materials, ae 


PA Roenameha condemns the measure, and remarks that 
wer Pusund is one of the famous royal monuments in 
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Lucknow which are visited by travellers. It was orginally the 
property of the late Nawab Roshun-ood-Dowla, Vizier of Oudh, 
after whose name it is still called, and was afterwards purchased, 
by Nawab Wajid Ali Shah, by whom it was restored. 


_ For these reasons, it would be a pity if this remarkable 
edifice were destroyed, and the writer would, therefore, sug- 
gest, that if it is the wish of Goyernment to do away with it, 
it would do well to offer it for sale asit stands. Some one 
of the Maharajahs of Kuppoorthulla, Bulrampore, Boondee, 


or other Native princes, would probably be glad to purchase 
the building. 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the same date, in its local news co- 
lumns, notices the inconvenience said to be suffered by the in- 
habitants of Mohulla Ruth Golwa in Ramnuggur, in conse- 
quence of a well, the water of which was largely used by them 
and was preferred to that of all other wells in the Mohulla, 
having dried up during the last three or four months. The 
attention of the Maharajah of Benares is invited to this. 


A correspondent of the Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 
18th April, writing from Allahabad, draws attention to a pub- 
lic nuisance in that city. Near the south-eastern bastion of 
the Fort, a privy of wooden framework has been constructed 
by Europeans. This is so situated that pilgrims going that 
way to the river have to pass before it, and on account of. its 
filthy state, it causes them-much inconvenience, 


The Neir-ul-Anwdr, of the 19th April, notices the Circular 
issued by the Government of the Central Provinces, ruling that 
in fature no persons from the North-West and the Bengal Pre- 
sidency should receive employments in the Educational and 
Police Departments in those provinces. The editor takes excep- 
tion to the Circular, which he says, though a proof that the 
Government is inclined to afford wider means of support ‘to. the 
people under it, is objectionable for two reasons. Firstly, at 
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times of need’ the Government will not be able to procure able 
employés; and, secondly, able men of the other provinces of Her 
Majesty’s dominions will be debarred from a share in the public 
benefits, which are open-alike to all. 

‘In its column of local news, the same paper. invites atten- 
tion to the following particulars :— 


Befure the mutiny of 1857, the authorities of Cawnpore, 
with a view to people the waste land bordering on the Ganges 
Canal, had issued an order permitting any one to build 
houses there. Accordingly, shops and dwellings were erected 
by people at a. considerable expense, and were leased to ten- 
‘ants. During the last few years these were deserted by 
+he inhabitants through the pressure of the tax, to the great 
loss of the owners, who at last let them to persons keeping 
gharries, buggies, &. Unfortunately, the authorities have 
tecently ‘raised: an objection to this, although no plans for 
‘constructing: any road, which would justify the course, are in 

contemplation, and have caused the passages: to: be shut up. 
In consequence of this, while the people are put to difficulty 


‘in procuring conveyances for-hire, the owners sof the shops 
suffer great loss. ee oes - ae eee 


—- 
~ 


In the writer’s opinion, if for some special reason Govern- 
‘ thént ‘has. disallowed. buggies and horses to be lodged-m the 
street, it would-be well to direct the owners to people the shops 


with persons of some-ether profession. whom it may choose, 
in order that the owners maybe saved from loss. 


POLITICAL @OREIGN). 


Pan Mélwah Akhbdr, -of the tbh. April, 1 notices the 1R- 


 Conveniénce suffered by the people of ‘Indore on account of 

’ ‘the road from that city to the Court being in a bad state and 
‘ without shade or -shelter; and: calls: aga ee besusate ‘Govern- 
‘= takewteps for remedying it, - 
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Th its correspondence columns, the sanie — has the 
following :—~ oe , 4 


. ¢a) The arrangements connected with the sinattoide 
introduced by a mahajun from Indore to Oojein, are defec- 
tive. “At the Sorsinda chowkey the carts are delayed, in con- 


sequence of which they reach Oojein late-at ‘night. The 


writer objects to this, chiefly on account of the road being 
very unsafe. 


(b) The baolee (i ¢., the large well into which people 
descend to get water) situated at the road near Sorsinda is 
kept dirty, owing to the inhabitants of Giraee bathing and 
washing clothes in it. “As the water of the well is used by 
the people of the ‘Village for drinking purposes, the writer 


objects to the nuisance, an and thinks that ia ought to be taken 
for putting a stop to it. Lee 


(¢) -The district of Ne eemar, on. account. L of the, site 
dance of rivulets, nullahs, jungles, and hil locks, is infested 
with robbers and beasts of prey ; but, strange to say, no Po- 
lice establishment is kept up for the protection of the people. 
In consequence of: this, the road from Neemar to Indore, a 
distance of thirty-two kos, besides being very troublesome to 
travel on, owing tv the rivulets and nullahs situated in it 
being-unprowided with bridges, is extremely dangerous. The 
reason why no notice is taken of all-this, .isthat the territery 
lying between ‘Indore: and ‘Neemar: forms part: of the do- 
minions. of several native princes, ty. the Manergyens of 
Indore, Dewas, and Gavalior, 


In the writer’s opinion, since, unlike the other chiefs, Maha- 
rajah Holkar holds cultivated lands in the territory, ‘and ‘since 
not only his subjects, but his dik and state revenues constantly 
‘pass that way, it ought to be his duty to make -efficient 
arrangements for ensuring the safety of the road, the ‘single 
police guard which has been posted being quite insufficient 
for the protection of a read Seeenere rene of thirty- 
two tos, 
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The Agra. Akhbdr, of the same date, publishes a. letter 
from a correspondent, in which, after supporting the state- 
mentg which have: appeared from time to time with regard 

~ to the extortionate behaviour of the employés of the Gwalior 
Government, the writer mentions another instance of the 
negligence of that Government. At the annual fair held at 
Oojein, which is attended by large numbers of persons, huns 
dreds of men die every year on account of the fair taking 
place in the month of Bazsakh ; but, notwithstanding this, 
the time of the fair is not changed to some month in the cold 
weather, when all fear of such mortality would cease to exist. 


The Rajpootana Social Science Congress Gazette, of the 
game date, in its column of local news, draws attention to 
the destruction caused by tigers in the hills outside the city of 
J eypore. Hitherto, only goats, cows, and other animals ; 
have been the objects of attack, but now human beings are 
preyed upon by them, two women who recently went up to 
the hills to cut wood having been killed. This has spread a 
panic among the foresters, and interrupted communication. 


Tae Mdlwah Akhbar, of the 14th April, states that since Sir 
Madhav Rao has resigned his office at Travancore, the affairs 
of that state have fallen into confusion. The Resident posted 
there by the Madras Government sets the Maharajah’s power 
at defiance, and unlawfully interferes in state affairs. 
Though it is now ten years since the Public Works operations 
commenced, the accounts connected with them have hitherto 
been kept secret, and the Resident is endeavouring to induce 
the head of the Department not to expose them to the 
public. 

The writer questions the proceeding, and thinks that the 
attention of the Madras Government ought to be directed to 
it, and steps taken to remove the disagreement existing 
between the Maharaj ah and the Resident. . 

COMMERCIAL. 
"The. Shola-i-Tur, of the 22nd March, is glad to. observe 
that the complaint preferred by it in its issue of the 7th Feb- 
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ruary last, and noticed in the Selections, as to the confusion 

_ which prevailed, and the oppressions which were practised. 
on pilgrims on the principal day of the Magh Fair'-at the 
Allahabad (formerly misrepresented Cawnpore) railway sta- 
tion, and of which the editor was an eye-witness, has been 
taken notice of by Government. Encouraged by this, the editor 
now enters into the following detail of the general grievances 
which are the lot of Hindustances ; in travelling by rail, in the 
hope that the attention of the railway authorities, as well as 
Government, will be drawn:to them :— ° 


(1) —The first-class carriages cannot be used by Native 
gentlemen, even where they can afford to pay the higher 
rate of fare, because Europeans think it dero gatory to their 
position to have Hindustanees seated in the same carriage 
with them. 


(2)—Much the same remark applies to the second-class 
carriages, in which also respectable natives cannot, generally - 
speaking, travel safely and without fear of being ill-treated in 
some way or other by Europeans. Instances of such ill-treat-: 
ment have been noticed from time to time. - The editor men-* 
tions one of recent occurrence, in which a Sudder Sudoor, 
who had escorted a European officer and his family from 
Agra to some station, was on his way back and met with in- 
sulting treatment from a European who was seated in the next 
compartment of a second-class carriage to that occupied by 
him. Without his giving any cause of offence, the European 
not only abused the Sudder Sudoor, but became intent on 
using force. 


Incidents of this kind are sure to Meeueaes Natives from. 
travelling in second-class carriages, and the writer would im- 
press on railway companies the necessity for making arrange- 
ments such as may enable Natives to travel in that class of | 
carriages without any fear of being ill-treated by European 
passengers. For instance, it might be made a rule that’ no 


European’ should ‘sit in a. carriage ina state of drukenness; ’ 
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or carry any intoxicating liquor with him, ‘But the beat plan 


would be to set apart special second-class carriages exclusively 
for natives. 


(3. )—The intermediate.class is rarely aceessible to Natives, 
on account of being occupied chiefly by Europeans and Eura- 
sians, and the same inconveniences are suffered by them in 
travelling in the class of carriages as are experienced i in travel- 
ling in the first and second classes. oS 


(4.)—As to the third-class passengers, the — andi in- 


conveniences to which they are put are endless.. these may 
be stated briefly as follows :— 


(a.)—Much difficulty is experienced in obtaining ‘tickets. 


This could easily be avoided by distributing the tickets a little 
earlier, and in other ways. 


(b.)—The practice of examining the tickets before allowi ing 
passengers to proceed to the platform causes much confusion 
and unnecessary trouble to passengers, and might with ad- 
vantage be done away with, it being sufficient to examine the 


tickets after the passengers have taken their seats in the car- 
riages. 


‘(c.)—The worst grievance -is the. over-crowding of .car- 
riages. Fresh passengers are forced into..carriages already 
over-crowded which subjects passengers to the greatest incon- 
venience. The writer does not see why the grievance should 
not be removed by passing a strict rule not to allow more 
than the fixed number of passengers to be seated. in each 


compartment, and i mangrng the wenanes of carriages where 
necessary. eee oe: 


In conclusion, the editor remarks on ‘the need of conduct- 


ing private inquiries into railway grievances by. the agency 
of intelligent and conscientious men. 


# @ 


The Jaliiai- Tee ‘supports: the. above: sialnents, and re- 
motke farther on the behaviour of ticket distributors, who 


( 273 ) 


not only treat passengers in a harsh and unbecoming man- 
ner, but sometimes wilfully refuse to return change. It is 
added that, while Europeans suffer no inconvenience what- 
ever, Native gentlemen, be they ever so respectable, must 
bear all the grievances complained of. 

The Kdrndmah, of the 14th April, notices the trouble to 
‘which passengers were subjected at the Lucknow and Fyza- 
bad railway stations during the days of the Ram Naumi Fair, 
recently held at the latter place. For several days in’ succes- 
sion, more than two-trains were started from the Lucknow sta- 
tion, which, without the least regard as to the heat of the wea- 
ther, were so densely crowded with pilgrims as almost to pro- 
duce suffocation ; and what was worse, on the arrival of the 
trains at the F'yzabad station, a long time passed before all the 
carriages were opened, on account of there being only one 
Baboo to unlock them. The editor takes the Railway Company 
to task for the above mismanagement, and remarks’ that on 
occasions of fairs, &c., the Company ought‘ to increase the num-. 
ber of carriages and employés, ‘in order: to avoid overcrowd- 
ing and ensure good management. Poa 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 11th April, learns from a Pun- 
jab correspondent .that, under. instructions: from the Punjab 
Government, the. Director of Public Instruction has passed 
a circular order .to the effect that all students of the Go- 
vernment Colleges and Schools under his control, who 
may from time to.time. be desirous of obtaining employments 
in the public service should make their’ wishes: known’ to the 
Principal or Headmaster of the Institutions to which they be- 
long, who will then submit a statement to the Director show- 
ing particulars as to the acquirements of the candidates, the 
office in which each wishes to get an appointment, the value of 
such appointment, &e. In accordance with these statements, 
the names of the candidates will be published i in the oe 


ment Gazette quarterly, and ac fs wil be ai anne witht employ: 
‘ments, : 
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The editor highly approves of the circular, which hé thinks 
will be a great stimulus to.the people to:avail themselves. of 
the education afforded at Government Colleges. and Schools ; 
and he is of opinion.that a similar order should be: passed in 
the North-Western Provinces. 


The Panjabi Akhbér, of the 12th April, notices the setting 
up of a new vernacular newspaper at, Lahore, under the name 
of Hadi-i-Hagigat. It will be published fortnightly, and will 
deal chiefly with religion and subjects € political and social . 

reform. 
, MISCELLANEOUS. 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette,. of the 11th 

_ April, disproves the news which lately found place in English 
_ newspapers, as to the Yarkund Envoy having walked in the 
Juma Musjid at Delhi with his boots on, and entered into a 
controversy with the guardian of the mosque on his objecting 
to the course. The Delhi papers with one voice contradicted 

_ the statement at the time, and the correspondent, who has since 
made personal inquiries on the spot bears them out, stating 
that the truth simply was, that the Envoy entered the mosque 


wearing stockings made of elk’s leather, and departed in peace 
after having repeated the congregation prayer. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 12th April, publishes a 
resumé of the proceedings of a meeting held at the house of 
the Maharajah of Benares, in order, to discuss in. what -way 
the Shakespear Memorial Fund was to be spent. The proceed- 
ings of the meeting were opened with remarks by Babu Shiva 
Prasad, ©.8.I., the drift of which was that: the money 
should be utilized for rendering aid to those of the students of 
the Benares College who might be unable through poverty to 
continue studying at the College in order to go-up. for the 
L.A. and B.A. examinations of the Calcutta University, to be 
recovered hereafter, little by little, after the students thus assist- 
ed have obtained - employments. . This. , proposal met with 


general *pproval, and the meeting then. dissolved after a vote 
of thanks to the Baboo, | i uid - pigeias 
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